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PRESIDENT-TO-PRESIDENT — From oppo- 


site sides of the world President Kennedy and 
President Ngo Dinh Diem speaks of war and - 
peace in South Viet Nam. The strange dialogue 
is deeply disturbed by arrests of students and 
other repressive acts in South Viet Nam. Inex- 
orably, the Communist-provoked war, pays no 
heed to arguments. But the dialogue goes on. 


I CPYRGHT' 


From the Herald Tribune Bureau ‘ 

WASHINGTON. 


President Kennedy said last night that it would not ba 
"helpful tp reduce American, aid to South Viet Nani at this 
time. ' ■ ' ' ' ' 

A cut in aid. Mr. Kennedy conceded, in a television 
■interview, might possibly force the government of President 1 
Ngo Blnh Diem .to .make,' 


Earlier yesterday Richard 
I. Phillips, State Department 
press officer, said that the 
South. Vietnamese govern- 
ment has been using "repres- 
sive measures" against some 
of Us citizens. He also said, 
however, th at "there have 
been no dec-lions to cut our 
p.id to Viet Nam." ' 

In his interview Mr. Ken- 
nedy declined to comment on 
published reports that the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
is continuing to help finance 
the Vietnamese special forces 
troops, under Col. Be Quang 
Tung, which recently stormed 
Saigon's Buddhist pagodas. 

"Docs CIA tend to make its 


“No,” the President replied, 
"that is the frequent charge, 
but it isn't so. Mr. 'John A > 
McCone. . head of the CIA. 
alts in the National Security 
Council. We have had a num- 
ber of meetings In the past 
few days about events in 
South Viet Nam. Mr Mc- 
Cone participated in every 
one, and the CIA co-ordinates 
its efforts with the State De- 
partment and the Depart- 
ment, of Defense. 

The President was asked: 
"With so much of our pres- 
tige, money and so on com- 
mitted in South Viet Nam, 
tvhy can't we exercise a little 
more influence there?" . 

"We have- some influence,’* 
he replied, "and we are at- 
tempting to carry it out. I 
think. v,v don't— we' can't ex- 


ccrt&ln. changes favored by 
the United States. 

"On the other , hand." he 
said, "you might have a situa- 
tion which could bring about 
a collapse. Strongly in our 
mind is what happened in 
case of China at the end of 
\Vorld War II, where China 
was lost, a weak government 
became increasingly unable 
to control events. We don’t 
want that." 


“So we are faced with the 
problem of wanting to protect 
the area against the Commu- 
nists. On the other hand, we 
have to deal with the govern- 
ment there. That produces a 
kind of ambivalence in our 
efforts which exposes us to 
sime criticism. We are using 
our influence to persuade the 
government there to ;tako 
those steps which will win 
back support. That takes 
some time and we must be 


Urging patience and coun .... . , . „ 

seling against American with- ‘ : ,pa * 5 nt ’ ,' ve peis ‘ st ' 

drawal from Viet Nam, the ! The Presldent was infer- 
Presideat summarized his; I v * ewcd by David Brinkley and 
feelings about tha situation j Huntley on film, which 
in these terms: ;(..waa later shown on ibf, 

"I think in the -case 0 f i Humley-Brinkley newa'show 


The President also macro 
these other points : 

1 . Ke disagreed with former 
President Harry S. Truman'* 
comment' in New York that a 
tax cut should await a bal- 
anced budget. A cut h n er.es- 
sary, Mr. Kennedy argued, to 
assure that there will be no 
economic downturn. 

2. He warned that the 
United Slates would bs 
sounding 'an uncertain trum- 
pet" in the world if the Pm- 
ate should reject the nuclear 


South Viet Nam we have been v 
dealing with a government 
which is in control, has been 
in control for 10 years. In. 
ddition, we have felt for the. 
last two years that the strug- . 
glc against the Communists*? 
was going batter. .Since June, 
however, the difficulties with 
the Buddhists, he have been 
concerned about a detAppafO 
tion, particularly in the Sai- 
gon area, which hasn't been 


, test-ban treaty, 
pect 'these countries to do/,' 3 . He said that the civil 
everything the way we want ri 4 ' rights bIP la “reasonable" and 
t.tem lb do. They have their 'j- "my Judgment Is that we will 


over the NEC network, A 
week ago, Mr. Kennedy gave 
a similar interview tQ V/alier 
Cronkite for CBS, 'Ostensibly 
the President granted the in- 
terviews to salute the. expan- 
sion of the Huntley-Brinkley 
and the Cronkite network 
news shows from IS minutes 
to 30 minutes daily. 


o\\ n Interest, their own per- 
sonalities, their own tradi- 
tion. We can’t make every- ‘ 
one in our Image, and there 
are a good many people who 

don't want to go in our image, ‘ w 

j, In addition, ire have ancient': -ahe government'* seizure of 
*1 higgle.* between countries, rv.yh school students to Sal' 


not divide this country politi- 
cally into Negroes and 
whites." 

Mr. Phillips’ comment on 
Viet Nam at the Stale De- 
partment earlier referred to 


Tn the case of India and Paki- 
stir, tve would like to have 
rftem settle Kaclimlr." 


<ion for demonstrating against 
;>icm policies. 
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